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Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court and the 
Court of Errors and Appeals of the State of New Jersey. By Andrew 
Butcher, Reporter. Vol. IV. Trenton : Published by the Reporter, 1861. 

This volume contains cases decided at the November Term, 1859, and 
the June Term, 1860, and it fully sustains the long-established reputation 
of that ancient State for thoroughness and research in the decisions of its 
highest judicial tribunals. We have been gratified to find so large a pro- 
portion of the cases of so important a character. For it is unfortunately 
true, that by far the largest number of cases which find their way into the 
reports in this country are too insignificant, both in importance and amount, 
to command that serious examination or consideration, either by court or 
counsel, which is requisite to give the decision the character of authori- 
tative precedent. And the wonder often is how they happen to have been 
no worse handled than they were. 

In equity, certainly, and, we believe, the same holds true in law also, 
the cases which come before the English Courts in London and Westmin- 
ster, equal, if they do not exceed in real importance, both as to the ques- 
tion involved and the value of property affected, all, or nearly all, those 
which are decided by all the Superior Courts in the whole United States, 
including the National a*s well as the State Courts. And when it is farther 
considered, at what immense disadvantages as to time and opportunity for 
the use of books, the majority of these cases are examined and determined, 
the wonder is just and natural which we have already expressed. 

But New Jersey is one of the oldest and most favored of the States, 
both in regard to general learning in the profession and ample facilities 
for the use of books, always in the vicinity if not immediately at hand. 

The volume now before us, while it presents the usual number of ques- 
tions of the nature of proceedings by certiorari, mandamus, and other 
sessions matters, which are not of much general interest out of the par- 
ticular State, has also a considerable number of cases of marked general 
interest. We could not particularize all of this class, and it might, 
therefore, seem invidious to name any. But we venture to name a few 
which have seemed to us worthy of special commendation. The case of 
Edwards vs. Derrickson, pp. 39-79, occupies a large space in a very 
careful examination of several questions in regard to the mechanics' lien 
and the mode of enforcing it. The State vs. The City of Elizabeth, pp. 
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103-112, contains a very careful examination of the rights of corporations 
to apply their property which is exempted from taxation in general terms, 
to purposes of speculation or direct profit, aside from the purposes con- 
templated by their charters, and of the effect of such use in regard to the 
exemption from taxation, where the profits are ultimately applied to the 
objects specified in the charter ; and the conclusion is reached upon sound 
views, we believe, that such property is liable to taxation. 

Ross vs. Adams is deserving of notice as an instance of the application 
of common sense and natural reason to the construction of an act of the 
legislature, when an adherence to strict technical rules would have led the 
court quite one side of the purpose of the legislature. 

Winfield vs. The City of Hudson, pp. 255-265, is an interesting case 
where Chief Justice Green discusses, with his usual clearness and ability, 
the negotiability of city stocks under the statute of that State. 

Boylon vs. Meeker, pp. 274-478, is a will case, involving questions of 
great interest, always, to the parties, such as want of capacity, fraud, and 
undue influence, together with forgery, and the proper limits of the admis- 
sibility of the declarations of the testator, upon the several issues growing 
out of these different exceptions to the instrument, which are discussed 
with unusual thoroughness and ability by several of the judges. But, with 
all due submission and deference to the learned judges, it does seem to 
us that the facts in the case are quite too extensively debated here to 
claim any just place in a volume of Law Reports. The Reporter could 
not well lay the opinions of the judges one side. But, it is certain, 
somebody should have taken the responsibility of cutting out, at the very 
least, one hundred pages of the report of this valuable and interesting 
case. It would then have been needlessly prolix. 

There are many more valuable cases, any one of which is worth more 
to the profession than the cost of the volume. If there is any general 
fault in the volume, it is that the cases are reported too much at length. 
There is one great excellency, which is becoming rare of late, the exami- 
nation and discussion of the important cases by more than one of the 
judges. 

The work of the reporter is done with great accuracy and neatness, 
and the paper and type are altogether unexceptionable. We have great 
pleasure in recommending it to the profession as a valuable addition to the 
long list of American Reports. I. F. R. 



